Educating Gifted and Talented Students

What is Twice Exceptional?

Twice-exceptional (2€) learners are students who are identified
as gifted in one or more areas of exceptionality and are also
identified with a disability defined by Federal/State eligibility
criteria. These students may have an Individual Education Plan
(IEP) or a Section 504 plan, but may not have an Advanced
Learning Plan.

Gifted students with disabilities are at-risk because their
instructional and social-emotional needs often are not
addressed effectively by the general classroom teacher, the
special education team, or the 504 case manager. It is easy for
their strengths to go unnoticed, either because teachers and
parents are concentrating so hard on what they cannot do, or
their strengths go undetected because the deficits mask their
strengths, or the giftedness of a student with diagnosed learning
disabilities is not detected.

The characteristics of twice-exceptional students are often se
as contradictory because of the dichotomy of the strengths
the challenges that these learners possess. The followi
should be viewed as characteristics that are typica

twice-exceptional learners.

Strengths

Superior vocabulary
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Imaginative
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naintain attention for long
e

(Trail, 2011, p. 3)
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It is important for educators to know the educational and
affective needs of these students. This will empower teachers
to implement strategies to develop studgnts’
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